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      Issue 1, July 2000
   
on this newsletter …

SCI is the national programme to develop and put into place the technical components which will enable Trusts and GPs to record and share electronic data as part of Electronic Clinical Communications Implementation (ECCI).  This newsletter assumes that readers are aware of SCI.  If not then please read the introductory material on the SCI website or indeed the equivalent for ECCI .

The newsletter is designed to be read on screen and with email and browser programmes available so that the various embedded hyperlinks to contacts and web sites will work.  If reading a paper copy then that same detail is listed at the end of the document. 

If your hyperlinks work then you might like to use this clickable index ……


Headlines

Programme now well underway.

Key work stream PIDs available on the SCI website
Discussions underway with ECCI sites, all interested in some or all SCI products.

Good understanding now reached about how all the SCI components will inter-work.

Date for Diaries: CIG meeting and CRAG Clinical IT conference being arranged for 26 and 27 September respectively in Dunblane Hydro.  As before, the CIG meeting will precede the conference to make an overnight stay convenient for those interested in attending both events.

SCI programme management

Key recent activities

· programme management arrangements now agreed, see website for PID

· first meetings taken place of the Programme Board, the Management Group, Joint Development Liaison Group and the Technical Assurance Group. 

· PIDs for the overall programme and for each of the four work streams - Applications, Integration, Store and Standards - are available on the SCI website.

· group chairs as follows:

Programme Board
John Aldridge  SEHD Director of Finance

Management Group
Richard Copland  ISD Director

Joint Development Liaison Group
Anne Lamont  ISSG and SCI Programme Manager

Technical Assurance Group
John Sturgeon  West Lothian Healthcare NHS Trust, Head of Information Services

User Assurance Group
Dr Kenneth Robertson  Consultant Physician Yorkhill NHS Trust and Chair BMA UK IT Committee

Planned Activities for next  period

· the joint SCI team (NHSiS, PA Consulting, Sema Group, Channel-One) currently visiting the ECCI first wave sites and the additional SCI Applications lead sites
. 

· visits are to further inform the project planning processes, for both the central development work and the sites.

· close liaison with the central ECCI team also continues as they too undertake a round of set-up visits with first wave sites.

Comments?   Queries?  …… Anne Lamont
back to index
SCI Applications 

This stream is about furthering development of the GPASS primary care application into secondary care Outpatient Management (OPMS) and providing additional applications including coronary care disease Clinical Management (CHD), Protocol Based Referral (PBR), Incremental Discharge Letters (IDLS) and a Communications layer to enable data sharing called Shared Care Communications (SCC).
Key recent activities

· planning complete, see website for PID

· preliminary work complete, eg. development team established, ‘proof of concept’ models developed for functional areas

· models built as demonstrators and exposed to certain key users for design and concept validation

· various contacts with users such as CHD National Task Force

Planned Activities for next Period

· development workshops with sites interested or involved in development  eg. Dumfries & Galloway, Argyll & Clyde, Ayrshire & Arran, Forth Valley.

· Starting to define the implementation plan/ timetable with SCI Applications Lead Sites for the OPMS and CHD Applications.

Comments?   Queries?  …… Laurence Nicholson  Project Manager, PA Consulting. 

back to index
SCI Integration

Key recent activities

· working on the requirement for e-Biz 2000 interfaces involving local applications, SCI Store and SCI Applications, visiting ECCI sites to establish priorities

· developing work programme for local and ‘adaptor’
 interface builds 

· arranged technical briefing session on e-Biz 2000 on the 5th of July in Stirling (registration via Carolyne Hand at ISSG)


Planned Activities for next Period

· SCI Integration efforts will be co-ordinated by Jim McAulay (Project Manager) and Sandy Rattray (Technical Architect) in conjunction with Sema Group’s partners.  Services being arranged include:

· Consultancy 

· Design and Specification 

· Interface development 

· Support and maintenance

· see SCI website for PID and more details.

Comments?   Queries?  …… Jim McAulay 

back to index
SCI Store

Key recent activities

· writing the PID for sharing via the website
· developing the spec for SCI Store Mark I

· confirming elements of Channel One Repository and CareNet will feature in SCI Store, including test requesting and results reporting
The SCI Store project will be co-ordinated by Jim McAulay (Project Manager) and Sandy Rattray (Technical Architect) in conjunction with Sema Group’s partners’ Channel One and the Centre for Health Informatics.   Overall technical direction is with Martin Irving.

back to index
SCI Standards

Key recent activities

A very successful XML workshop was held on 12th May resulting in:

· support for XML becoming the standard for transmitting electronic messages in SCI

· a proposed organisation structure for development and support of  XML in Scotland, 

· a proposed work program to support SCI and ECCI, also to build and publish standards.

Planned Activities for next  period

· Scottish Health XML Group being formed, first meeting to take place on August 1st.  

· this group is being chaired by Dr. Paul Woolman of Glasgow Royal Infirmary.  

· anyone interested in attending the meeting or being kept informed about developments should register their interest with Paul.

Comments?   Queries?  … Audrey Stacey       Interest in the XML Group? …. Dr. Paul Woolman
back to index
SCI Technical Assurance Group

Key recent activities

· initial meeting of the SCI Technical Assurance Group (TAG) on 8th June 2000 

· initial Presentations from SCI joint development team to TAG

· outline and discussion of TAG (and UAG) remits under PRINCE

Issues - Current or Potential

· level of detailed technical review and review stages to be established

· amount of Documentation for review/circulation - electronic formats preferred

· SCI Product register to be compiled - based on milestone summary

· Change Control / Issues register to be compiled - Sema

Planned Activities for next Period

· establish a release level of SCI product Project Initiation Documents (PIDs) for electronic release to TAG - on SHOW web site

· review of dataflow status by Sema Group on SCI product designs

· next TAG meeting scheduled for 12th July.  Outline agenda:
a.
Review of Appointment Booking dataflows and specifications

b.
Review of XML based IDD processes and specification 

c.
Update on SCI Standards and Technical Standards

d. Next product review: Coronary Heart Disease (CHD) SCI Inpatient Product.

Comments?   Queries?  …… John Sturgeon
back to index
SCI Awareness & Strategy  

· plans being developed for explaining and promoting the SCI initiative, eg. this SCI News

· meanwhile if interested in a SCI slot within local events, or a SCI seminar on your patch, then please get in touch.

· activity to date co-ordinated by Alan Hyslop, although ISD Customer Liaison will be getting more involved.  

· SCI Futures also being considered, for example policies on working with existing NHSiS suppliers and possible additions to the family of SCI products

back to index
Contact details 

John Aldridge
0131 244 3464
John.Aldridge@scotland.gov.uk

Richard Copland
0131 551 8562
Richard.Copland@isd.csa.scot.nhs.uk

Anne Lamont
0131 551 8456
Anne.Lamont@isd.csa.scot.nhs.uk

John Sturgeon
01506 422788
john.sturgeon@wlt.scot.nhs.uk

Dr Kenneth Robertson
0141 201 0000 bleep 2066
K.J.Robertson@clinmed.gla.ac.uk

Carolyne Hand
0131 244 8327
Carolyne.Hand@isd.csa.scot.nhs.uk

Jim McAulay
0131 536 5000
Jim.MCAULAY@sema.co.uk

Martin Irving
0141 882 9996
Martin.Irving@gpass.csa.scot.nh.uk

Laurence Nicolson
0141 882 9996
laurence.nicholson@GPASS.CSA.scot.nhs.uk

Channel One
01383 624624
gordon.cooper@channel-one.com

Carenet 
01970 823150
bag@chi.swan.ac.uk  (Barry Goldberg, Centre for Health Informatics, Swansea)

Audrey Stacey
0131 551 8747
Audrey.Stacey@isd.csa.scot.nhs.uk

Dr Paul Woolman
0141 211 4866
P.Woolman@udcf.gla.ac.uk

Alan Hyslop
0131 244 2366
Alan.Hyslop@scotland.gov.uk
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� ECCI Firsts are Argyll & Clyde, Grampian, Highland, Tayside and West Lothian.  Dumfries & Galloway and Forth Valley are in addition supporting aspects of SCI Applications development, notably the CHD work. 


� Adaptor interfaces will be part-completed interfaces between common systems within NHSiS, meaning only local tailoring during implementation.
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